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NEWS RELEASE

it
SD

Universit~ of San Diego
OFFICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION
DE SALES HALL
ALCALA PARK
SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 92110
TELEPHONE 1714) 295 - 2145

IMMEDIATE RELEASE
USO KEEPS WATCHFUL EYE ON ASTRONAUT
SAN DIEGO, Calif.--While the eyes of the nation are on Apollo lO's circuit
around the moon, at the University of San Diego it is Apollo ll's first steps
to the launch site that are of concern.

Locked into the training schedule as

back-up crew member of Apollo 11 is the speaker planned for the USD Commencement
June 1, Lt. Col. William A. Anders, USAF.
Anders, a member of Apollo 8 er~ which flew around the moon at Christmas,
is to receive an honorary doctor of science degree from USO as well as give
the send-off to the 1969 graduates of the university.

Anders will be honored by

USO for his scientific achievements and pioneering efforts in space flight.
The University of San Diego will graduate 308 students from three schools,
tne College for Women, College for Men, and School of Law.

The Commencement will

be the second joint graduation ceremony for the three schools.

The Most Rev.

Francis J. Furey, Bishop of San Diego, Chancellor of the University of San Diego,
will preside.
Lt. Col. Anders was lunar module pilot on the Apollo 8 mission last Christmas,
man's first voyage to orbit the moon.

Spacecraft Commander Frank Borman , Command

Module pilot James A. Lovell, Jr., and Anders journeyed 230,000 miles to orbit
the earth ' s natural satelite 10 times.
As a member of the back-up crew of the Apollo 11 flight, scheduled for
a moon landing in July, special permission was required from NASA (National Aeronautics and Space AdministrationJ to release Anders for a day.

Anders and his wife

will fly from Houston for Commencement, whtch will be held at 3 p.m. at the (MORE)

USD-2-2-2
Civic Theater.
The previous day, Saturday May 31, Baccalaureate Mass will be celebrated
at 10:30 a.m.

The Very Rev. Charles

s.

Casassa, S.J., President of Loyola

Univertity of Los Angeles will be the speaker.
Father Casassa will be retiring as president in June to assume the post of
chancellor.
On hand to see their son honored will be Cmdr. Arthur F. Anders, USN, ret.,
and Mrs. Anders of La Mesa.

The senior Anders is a hero in his own right, having

received the Distinguished Service Medal for action in China in 1937.
Cmdr. Anders was the executive officer of a gunboat, the

u.s.s.

was attacked by Japanese bombers in the Yangtze River in China.

Panay, which

Anders and the

crew fought back with machine guns before the ship had to be abandonned.

Anders

commanded the evacuation though wounded three times, once in the throat, and had
to write his orders to the men.

The boat sank, as a result of the Japanese action,

but all aboard got safely ashore.
Biographies: Lt. Col. William A. Anders was born in Hong Kong in 1933.
Bachelor of science degree, United States Naval Academy, 1955; master of science
degree in nuclear engineering, Air Force Institute of Technology at WrightPatterson Air Force Base, 1962.
Married to £he former Valerie E. Hoard, whose parents now live in Oceanside.
The Anders' have four sons and a daughter.
Was awarded Air Force Commendation Medal; member American Nuclear Society
and Tau Beta Pi.
Anders was commissioned in the Air Force and received flight training.
Served as fighter pilot in all-weather interceptor squadrons of the Air Defense
Command.
Served as nuclear engineer and instructor pilot, Air Force Weapons Laboratory
New Mexico.
Was responsible for technical management of radiation nuclear power reactor
shielding and radiation effects programs. Anders was a member in 1963 of the
third group of astronauts selected by NASA for the manned flight program.
Father Charles S. Casassa celebrated his 20th year as president of Loyola in
January with anniversary events at Loyola and a reception in San Francisco hosted
by Mayor Joseph L. Alioto. Father Casassa is a native of San Francisco. The
Jesuit priest was ordained in 1938; bachelor's and master's degrees, Gonzaga
University; an S.T.L. Alma College: Ph.D. from the University of Toronto and
Pontific a l Ins titute of Medieval Studies
Before assuming the presidency of
Loyola, Father Casassa was dean of the College of Arts and Sciences at the
University of Santa Clara.
Honors have been accorded Father Casassa for his work against racial discrimination and for community service. Among the groups that have honored the
priest are the Los Angeles County Conference on Community Relations, Los Angeles
Jewish Community Council, Southern California Division of the National Conference
of Christians and Jews and the Los Angeles Chapter of the American Jewish
Committee.
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